Winneshiek County Historical Society
PO Box 63

Decorah, lowa 52101

(563)382-8559

Archives Open Mon - Fri. 10am - 4pm

or by appointment. (Archives office in the
Lower Level of the Smith Building, 305
Montgomery St.)
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President: Ferneva Brimacomb
Vice President: Roger Bergan
Secretary: LaVonne Sharp
Treasurer: Sandy Stover

Dir
Bloomfield:
Bluffton: Ferneva Brimacomb
Burr Oak: Cindy Schnitzler
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Fremont: Ferneva Brimacomb
Glenwood: LaVonne Bjergum
Hesper: Lester Korsness
Highland: Mildred Danielson
Jackson: Helen Pinter
Lincoln: Roger Bergan
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Military: Karl Schroeder
Orleans: Cynthia Hovey
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Springfield:
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Washington: LaVonne Sharp
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We welcome donations of monetary value.
Family history collections, school annuais,
news articles of wedding, anniversaries, and
obituaries from the Winneshiek County area.
We also accept old photos, even if you don’t
know who they are. Please don’t trash it!
Donate it please!!




Greetings from your President!

Our Best Wishes for a great 2018 for you and yours!

The New Year brings great promise for WCHS. The temporary office in the Smith Building (Old
Decorah Hospital) is working very well. Members of the all-volunteer staff are there to help you,
10-4 Mon. thru Fri. The office will be at that location until the space at the Bodensteiner House is
available (fall of 2018).

For those of you who have missed our Township Programs, we are in the process of getting them
organized and started once again. In the meantime, the 2017 Fall Bus Tour was a great success.
The group toured the southern part of the county and have asked for more. Watch for details
about a Spring Bus Tour to a different area of our county. An exhibit of the Layton Huffman
Early West photos will be on display until January 31,2018 in the Luther College Library, first
floor, west wall. This is available to the public, stop by and look at this wonderful exhibit. The
photos on display are just a small portion of Layton’s photos which are in the WCHS collection.
The fall “One Room School Reunion” continues to get better each year. This is a fun time to get
together for a great program and good food. Thanks to Paul Hexom and his Locust School crew
for a great job. '

The Bodensteiner House project is progressing at a fast pace! Kim Glock and his crew have done
a great job in cleaning up the brush and debris on the outside. The south wall has been repaired
and the framework to replicate the original south porch has been started. With the help of those
great people from Habitat for Humanity, the garage has been re-fitted and the heating/AC has
been installed for environmental temperature control. The archives from the Decorah Public
Library office will be moved into this building very shortly. THANK YOU to all who have
worked so hard on this building.




The 2017 Christmas Party was held at Vennejheim. The Decorah High School Madrigal singers
entertained a capacity crowd. Good food and lots of
fun! Kudos to all of the volunteers that made it happen.
Mark your calendars for the Annual Meeting which will
be held April 14,2018. This promises to be another fun,
informative day. Details to follow.

I want to take this opportunity to say a huge Thank You
to all of the people that have carried on the work of
WCHS while I dealt with my “heart event”. My issues
started the first of September and I am still in a
recovery stage. All of your representatives in WCHS
carried on, continued with these special projects and
made things happen! The list is too numerous to
mention, but when you see some of these board
members and volunteers, say a special Thank You to
them. You have a great group of people working to save
the history of Winneshiek County!

- Ferneva Brimacomb
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Christmas Party 2017 at Vennejheim ~ The NEW archive is getting shelving!!

Things have been VERY busy at the historical office the last few months. The office is run
by volunteers who are busy with our move to the Smith Building, getting the NEW archive
ready, and planning our move to the Bodensteiner house. So we have decided to put
monthly meetings on hold for this year. We will still have special events, so keep your eye
out in the newspaper, radio, Facebook, and decorahnews.com . Don’t worry we will start
them up again in 2019! But please feel free to stop by the office for help with research,
ancestry questions, or just to chat!




As you know our office moved in December. We
were able to move completely with the help of
volunteers!!  This will be the offices’ new home
until sometime in the fall of 2018 when we move to
the Bodensteiner house. We will keep you all up
to date on that. But, in the mean time, we wanted
to share a little history about the building we are
now in. We are in the Smith Building at 305
Montgomery Street in Decorah. It's also know as
the old hospital.

THE NEED... A HOSPITAL

Rev. Paul Koren had a dream for Decorah, and
despite many discouraging setbacks and much
hard work, lived to see that dream realized. In
1909 a law was passed that provided that
hospitals could be built with county taxes at a
small increase in the tax levy. Koren, pastor of
Washington Prairie Lutheran Church, saw the
need for better health care and a hospital where
patients could be treated. He brought the matter
to the Winneshiek County voters who
straightaway defeated the idea. Anything that
would increase taxes was not enthusiastically
received, and as Koren put it, “My friends
promptly sat down upon me.” Still, Koren had
seen mothers and their newborns suffer for lack
of care, accident and sickness claim victims,
doctors perform surgery on a patient’s dining room
table. These memories spurred him on to pursue
his vision of a hospital to serve the county's needs.
Though discouraged by the voters’ defeat of the
hospital idea, Koren heard that William Smith, a
retired Bluffton area farmer and bachelor, was
interested in the hospital project. Smith and his
sister Matilda had agreed on a plan prior to her
death in 1913 to make a donation to fund a
hospital. When Koren called on Smith on May 15,
1913, he discussed the benefits of a hospital, and
broached the subject of a financial contribution
from Smith. Smith responded, “I'll give you
$10,000 for your hospital if you raise $15,000
more.” $10,000 was a sizable contribution, but
Koren questioned what would happen if he
couldn't raise the remaining $15,000. Smith
replied, “You'll raise it all right.” Koren with help

from the Commercial Club did raise the required
$15,000 match with community donations ranging
from $1 to $2,500. Contributions totaled
$26,221.70 or about $641,000 in relative money
values of 2014. Before the project was completed,
William Smith gave the $10,000 he had first
pledged as well as an additional $15,000.
ABOARD ORGANIZED, A HOSPITAL BUILT

A public meeting was held to organize a hospital
board. Ben Bear was chosen as president and
Koren was elected vice president even though he
wasn't in attendance. The first order of business
for the newly elected board was to secure a
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building. At first, the board set out to find a large
home that could be used to house a hospital.
Accompanied by donor William “Uncle Bill” Smith,
the board toured sizable area homes, including the
Paine, Phelps, and Marlow houses, which might
be adapted for their purpose. After investigating a
number of these, the board concluded that a
larger, more permanent structure was needed. For
a building site, Koren suggested a quiet oak grove
on the east side of the city and the board
concurred. Enock Hill Turnock, an Elkhart, Indiana
architect, was charged with the task of designing
“afirst class hospital...as nearly fireproof as
possible,” and A.R. Coffeen was hired as
contractor. Koren and Smith took an active part,
assisting with details of architecture and inspecting
the carpenters’ work. But when the hospital
opened in 1914, another problem reared its head.




People were reluctant to use it. As Rev. Koren
expressed it: “They thought a hospital was a good
place to go to die!" Anna Haugsness was the first
patient brave enough to enter the Decorah
Hospital. She had her teeth extracted and
recovered. (Cost for the extraction and operating
room - $5.) Although there were 256 patients
served during the first year, people were reticent to
trust their lives to the facility and the hospital lost
$2,260 in operating expenses. William Smith paid
the hospital’s debts for a long time. Rev. Koren
also contributed his own money as did some of the
board to keep the hospital afloat. The hospital
board finally met and came to the sad conclusion
that the hospital should close. Koren pleaded for
more time to organize a fund drive. The Lutheran
Hospital Association, a nonprofit managing
corporation, was formed in 1918 with Rev. Koren
elected president. The hospital was leased to the
association and managed by the corporation.
Membership was open to all denominations and
each member paid $1 to support the hospital
association. Bills continued to mount, and Koren
signed notes personally until he felt he could incur
no more debt. In desperation, he appeared before
a meeting of the Decorah Chamber of Commerce,
outlined the hospital's problems, then appealed to
them, “Are you going to get behind this thing, or do
| have to continue alone? I've got to have money!”
The Chamber rose to the challenge, joined forces
with Koren, and raised $2,000. A women’s hospital
club was organized in September of 1920 with
Mrs. Elizabeth Ness as president, and its members
also aided the hospital’s cause. The women were
divided into units, and they solicited a wide
membership of Decorah women. As Koren
expressed it, “After we got the women in the fight,
the battle was won.” Because of their personal and
financial support, seeking contributions to keep the
hospital operating was no longer necessary and
the hospital finally began to pay its own way.

AND IT CONTINUED TO GROW...

As more people used the hospital, more space
was needed to handle the growing number of
patients. Rev. Koren, Ben Bear and the hospital
board launched a drive to raise funds for an

addition and this time most of the contributors
came to them. $30,000 was raised in two weeks
and as the funds continued to come in, it was
decided to extend the fund drive. In the end,
almost $53,000 was raised to finance a sizable
hospital addition which included new operating
room facilities and more space for patients. In
1933 the south end addition was completed, in
1947 an addition was placed on the north end, and
anew operating suite was finished in 1954.

In 1957, the Lutheran Hospital Association was
dissolved, the Decorah Hospital incorporated as a
non-profit organization, and renamed Smith
Memorial Hospital in honor of its first donor. Eight
years later, the Smith Memorial Hospital Board of
Trustees felt a new hospital should be built and
would need county support for its construction. On
January 1, 1969, the Smith Memorial Hospital
dissolved its ownership and donated the building,
equipment, and funds to the county. The
Winneshiek County Memorial Hospital opened for
occupancy in new facilities at 901 Montgomery
Street on February 3, 1971. The original Smith
Memorial Hospital building remains in use today as
the location for public health and other county
offices.

Over 100 years ago, Rev. Paul Koren saw a need
and stayed the course until it was met. William
Smith jumpstarted financial support for a hospital,
and the community responded with contributions of
their own. This group’s legacy remains today as
Winneshiek Medical Center continues to serve the
needs of Winneshiek County and the surrounding
area.Even though we were in the process of

Site for the hospital to be built
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Moving during the last quarter, people still found
us and donated!! We can't thank people enough
for donating and saving our county history.

Photocopy of "Grandfather Bolles
Autobiography” (George Bolles) donated by Lee
Tillotsom

Booklet, Hesper Schools, Hundred Year Club
1910-1823-1948 Poster of Hesper Public School
Reunion and Bell Dedication, July 1, 2017.
Donated by Ferneva Brimacomb

"History of Winneshiek County, lowa" by W. E.
Alexander, Moneek Press 1972; Pioneer Days -
Hesper Township 1851-1941: Donated by Marvin
Cooper

Stereo cards of Norwegian Luther College
circa1880's - 1890's, students and facuity in front -
of the college, dining hall; photographer Andrew L.
Dahl. Donated by Joseph Young

Paine Family Research. Donated by Elizabeth
Lorentzen.

Copy of Arne Dahlen ancestor's family history,
"The Saga of the House of Luvbraate" copied
from Andy Nimrod by Elizabeth Lorentzen.
Donated by Andy Nimrod

Decorah Jaycees framed certificates (6); print of
"New Minowa Players" building; CAT parade
results of Jaycees. Donated by Christine VanHomn

Ledger sheets from Elba Rigg's store in Castalie;

family history information, Abram Riggs and John

Lambert. Copies of photos. Donated by Linda M.
Wood

The Inwood Documentary "The Crown" by Kelly
Kuyboushek, daughter of Chad & Kathy
Kuboushek, Ridgeway

Photos of Decorah Centennial Parade, 1949,
Obituaries. Donated by Bill & Shirley Boardman

Photos of 1949 Decorah Centennial Parade taken
from second floor of Weis Buick. Donated by
Karen Gutebo.

Memoirs of Ole-lver and Johanne Berg, "Route of
the Covered Wagon". Donated by Elizabeth
Lorentzen

Pictures, V Mail, Ration books of her parents.
Donated by Belva Smith

Civil War discharge papers of Kittel Sanderson,
Declaration for Windows Pension, Lavina, USA
Bureau of Pensions. Donated by Robert McQueen

Newspaper clippings, 4 generation of Hruska
Family, Photos (unidentified) by Decorah
photographers. Donated by Laurie Meuwissen

Old photos, Decorah Drum & Bugie Corps at
Dubuque, copy of Petition for Postmaster 1907 of
J. J. Marsh. Donated by Nancy Lerdahl,

Register of Birth, Death, Confirmed of Hegg
family. Donated by Anton Hegg Family

Letters, church papers, drawings found in wall of
the 1852 Greek Revival vernacular house at 606
W. Main St, Donated by Scott & Elyse Hawthorn

1913 Winneshiek County Map mounted on linen
and paper, donated by Myran Milbrandt.

George P. Bent pump organ, Crown Organ
Company, in working order, and piano stool with
glass casters. Donated by Kris A. Lynch.
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Korsness family genealogy, photo of family,
Medical Certificate of Margaritte Olsen; Dedication
of North Winneshiek School building, December
1965; Donated by Lester Korsness

Two rolls of film--diverse, unidentified photos to
convert to digital. Double Wedding of Tosten
Tvenge to Jorgina Hougen and Alfred T. Rovang to
Berit Tvenge at Peder Tvenge's residence.
Donated by Barb Schmitt Nelson

Two ledgers containing Winneshiek County
customers names, retrieved from a grain elevator
in Pierre, S.D. E. C. Shaw accounts for furniture
and undertaking and E. W. Shaw accounts.
Donated by Matthew Reitzel, South Dakota State
Archives.
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What do the Cathedral of Saint Paul in the Twin
Cities and Decorah have in common?

The answer is located near the northwest corner of
the courthouse square---Decorah’s St. Benedict
Catholic Church. Emmanuel Louis Masqueray,
distinguished architect and teacher of architects,
designed both structures.

Born in France, Masqueray studied at the
distinguished Ecole des Beaux Artes in Paris and
later became one of the leading designers for
Catholic churches in the Midwest. Masqueray first
met Archbishop John Ireland of Minnesota at the
Louisiana Purchase Exposition (also known as the
St. Louis World's Fair) where Masqueray was
Chief of Design, had architectural oversight of the
entire Fair, and had personally designed five of the

Fair buildings. Ireland had been looking for an
architect to design a cathedral for St. Paul, was
favorably impressed by Masqueray and his work,
and invited
him to come
to Minnesota
to design the
cathedral.
This meeting
resulted in
numerous
commissions
for
Masqueray.
Some of the
churches he
designed
include the
Basilica of
Saint Mary in
Minneapolis,
St. Paul's
Episcopal
Church on
the Hill, St. Paul, Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 655
Forest Street, St. Paul, and St. Teresa’s Catholic
Church in Hutchinson, Kansas, one that shares
design characteristics with Decorah’s St. Benedict
Church. Masqueray died just a month after St.
Benedict's new building was begun so work was
completed by one of his associates, Edwin H.
Lundie.

St. Benedict's is currently adding additional space
for their church while retaining Masqueray's
original structure.




