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BODENSTEINER
HOUSE
HISTORY

Arriving in the 1850s,
Frederick and Sara
Landers were early
settlers in Decorah
where Frederick became
a local merchant in
partnership with
Dighton Ellsworth. In
1860 he and Sara built
the Greek Revival home
at 509 W. Broadway, the
home now occupied by

WCHS MEMBERS IN ACTION

Our ACTION members are Sandy and Ron
Stover and Elizabeth Lorentzen. If you have
driven by the office on Mill Street yvou have
likely seen them working on the porch,
sanding, painting, caulking,
whatever else

sealing and

needed to be done
to  bring  the
building to its
present beautiful
state. They have
{ also worked very
{ hard on the vard,

Ron and Sandy working on
the back porch door.

the Winneshiek County
Historical Society.
Frederick’s daughter,
Winnifred married
Burton Adams of the
local Adams Seed
Company family.

digging, pruning
and anything that needed to be done to
encourage grass and the rejuvenation of the
lilacs. Sandy is also Treasurer for the
organization. Please join us in extending a
huge THANK YOU <“to Sandy, Ron and
Elizabeth for their many hours of work.

Sandy, Ron, and Elizabeth in
front of the pillars stripped

of paint by Sandy and Ron.

THE “OFFICIAL” OFFICE ENTRANCE—
302 S. MILL ST.

Progress on our visitor center/office building is moving right along. Sandy
& Ron Stover scraped, sanded and painted, Elizabeth Lorentzen worked
many hours on our new sign. Ron and Jerry Thompson worked to get the
sign in place. Thanks to All!

The name of this organization is and will
continue to be Winneshiek County Historical
Societv. The committee struggled with an

appropriate | Finished office entrance
name for with Elizabeth's sign.
the

building which welcomes visitors and
houses the office. Their decision was
to recommend “Winneshiek County
Heritage Center” to the Board, which
the Board accepted. The name of the
building explains where the Historical
Society 1is located. The Heritage
Center is closed to visitors at this
time. We look forward to the time
when we will be able to welcome
visitors to this historical treasure.



IN THEIR OWN WORDS

HAVE YOU EVER DRIVEN SOUTH FROM CALMAR ON HIGH-
WAY #24 AND WONDERED WHEN YOU WOULD EVER COME
TO THE TOWN OF JACKSON JUNCTION??

The following information is taken from a Decorah Journal arti-
cle dated August 14, 1997, written by Irene Schmitt. The occa-
sion was the 100th anniversary of Jackson Junction.

“Jackson - Junction
owes its existence

to the construction

of the Chicago, Mil- ¥4
waukee and St. =g i
Paul Railroad . The 1 !
Calmar and Cedar_
Rapids branch of Eei
that railroad con- &8
nected with the Io- B
wa-Dakota divi-
sion, which headed §
west to Mason City
to form the Junction.

One of the first residents in the area was John Jackson. He
lived in a log cabin north of Jackson Junction and the town was
named after him.

An urgency
L0017, ﬁm ﬁwdfw. Jowa arose in the
o 1890’s for the

_ town to have a
saloon. On

town was
incorporated

with six square
of area

Hly of
i There existed an
_ j el : Rt Towa law,
known as the “Mulct Law”, which regulated saloons. It required
that to be licensed, a saloon must be located within the bounda-
ries of an incorporated town.

S - S : el

The Iowa law also stated that to be incorporated, a town must
meet a minimum population requirement. The center known as
Jackson Junction could not meet the population minimum, so
the officials extended the town limits far enough out into the
country to include population enough to incorporate.

Jackson Junction has the distinction of being Winneshiek Coun-
ty’s largest incorporated town.”

From the President:

Like all of you, WCHS struggles
to do the best we canin the
present environment.

The office is closed to the publ.lc
but our dedicated staff of :
volunteers work limited days/
hours to keep up with the &
routine work associated with
this business.

When you check out our “Gifts

& Donations” you will note we
continue to reeceive many very
interesting items. Every
donation sparks the hidden
detective in the volunteers to
learn more about the history
of the donation and what was
going on in our community at
the time these events took
place.

Looking to short term goals,
we anticipate getting the roof
of the Bodensteiner House
feplaced before winter. Atthe

present time we are waiting for

the roofer tolet us know when

he can fit us into his schedule,

I hope each of you will take the
opportunity to drive by the Mill
Street entrance and see the
improvements that have been
made to this building. If you
would like to stop in and have
forgotten your mask, we do
have extra masks available .

Until we are able to gather as a
group, please stay safe and stay
in touch! L

Ferneva Brimacomb

President




THANKYOUTO
OUR DONORS:
 WCHS isyour

. __best to care foryour '

property.

. the organization to

~ respond to individual
needs within the collection.
It also enablesthe
_organization to leverage
In addition to the tangible
items listed, the following
monetary donations have
been received:
THANK YOU!!

CASH DONATIONS:
¢ Nick Gossling through
Eco-Lab employee
¢ Norma Schrandt
¢+ Ferneva Brimacomb
» ~ Steve Johnson

¢ Richard & Donna
Rasmussen

WINNESHIEK COUNTY INNOVATORS:
THE WINGATE FAMILY

In the last newsletter we looked at the George Bent family and how that
family was so important to the community of Burr Oak. To continue that
legacy, the Sr. George’s son, George P. Bent married Clara Wingate of the
John Wingate family. John Wingate moved to Burr Oak from
Hemmingsford, Canada in 1868. He was a successful farmer, and became
Kknown “far and wide” as one of the best breeders of thoroughbred cattle.

John was also one of the “60 or 70” people that started the Silver Creek
Creamery in Burr Oak and was President of the organization. The creamery
adopted the test system, testing every person’s cream. Patrons claimed that
they not only got more cream but got a better price. He also noted they have
a very good butter maker.
Records show one of the
butter makers was C. A.
Reed who was butter maker
there in 1896 and won a
medal for the best butter at
a convention held in
Chicago. The creamery is
another one of those
businesses that made Burr
Oak a thriving community.
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Silver Creek Creamery, Burr Oak, la.

HELPING HANDS FOR WCHS:
GIFTS AND DONATIONS

]

o  Bridget Wicks Casper—W.0.W. 1900 dance card, Decorah Centennial
program (1949).

o  PatSeckar— Handerafted by Pat, Hardanger tablecloth.
s Lana Oyloe—various papers, marriage book, school photos & memorabilia.

e Sandy & Ron Stover stained back porch floor and continued outside yard
work.

s LaVonne Sharp—Methodist Church membership directory, DHS Class of
1947 reunion in 1987.

s  Randy Fulton—Kenneth Ringdahl photo, local merchants advertising
pencils,

s Ferneva Brimacomb - Charles Altfillisch blueprint of store renovation for
Winnie Adams.

e Bruce Bendler —Photos of Sollien Family descendants, all identified.
s Robert Pins - various WWII memorabilia.

HOW CAN YOU GIVE A HELPING HAND??

+ If youshop Amazon, WCHS is listed for “Amazon Smile”

¢ Check to see if your employer has a “matching fund”
program.

¢ Leave a bequest to WCHS in your will.
¢ Keep your membership current.

¢ Attend WCHS fundraisers.



GENEALOGY GEMS - RICHERT FAMILY

The objective of this column s to highlight Winneshiek County pioneer families whose descendants have
remained in the county. Because most of this information comes by way of family members, it is sometimes
considered “family legend”. Our hope is to spark an interest for people to search all of the readily available
sources if they wish to find more information about any family. And, of course, we appreciate any
corrections/additions to our files. WCHS

Courtesy of Phil Richert

This Genealogy Gem highlights Hesper Township and the Richert family. Nikolous
and Mary came to America in 1883 from Alsace, France and made their way to Hesper
Township, Sections 22 & 27. They, along with their six children became successful
farmers. Their five sons and one daughter were John, Nicholous, Jacob, George, Kate
and Philip. The 1915 Plat book refers to their farms as “Prairie Grove Stock Farm” and
“Evergreen Stock Farm”.

Jacob is Phil Richert’s grandfather. He is the one that purchased the land and built the
house where Phil and his wife, Joyce, live now. Jacob married Josephine Matter from
Locust. They had a son, Harold who grew up to marry Lavanda Thompson of
Frankville. Harold and Lavanda are Phil’s parents. p

Phil and Joyce are the third generation Richerts to live on the farm in Sections 20 & 21
of Hesper Township.
Phil shared some
information about all
of those families that
immigrated from the
Alsace-Lorraine area.
He said if you take
the north driveway
into Phelps Cemetery,
when you come to the
“Y” in the road, take a
right and that will
take you to the top of
the hill. Here you will
be able to see many of
the Winneshiek
County family names

This picture was taken shortly after they arrived from Alsace, o mf;ke up t,hls
France. Back row: Sons George, John, Nicholous and Jacob. group in the diverse
Front row: Son Philip, Father Nikolous, Mother Mary (Gitz) and culture of our county.
Daughter Mary Kate. Jacob is the Grandfather of current Hesper

area resident Philip Richert who is the third generation to live on

the Farm purchased by Jacob in 1901.

After 30 days , unclaimed ancestors will be discarded or claimed by another F amily!



WINNESHIEK
COUNTY
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
MISSION
STATEMENT:

The mission of the
Winneshiek  County
Historical Society is to
protect, collect,
preserve and promote
the written, oral and
tangible- items of
historical importance
to Winneshiek County
and to cooperate with
other organizations to
accomplish common
goals.

WHAT’S IN YOUR ATTIC OR BASEMENT????

WCHS is always looking for items that reveal Winneshiek Coun-
ty’s past. Some of the items we receive are:

+ Scrapbooks which have been kept showing social events,
etc.

+ Business records, souvenirs, etc.

+ Military records,
photos (especially
identified)

Thank You for think-
ing of the Historical
Society as a repository
for the treasures it is
necessary for you to
part with.




